Learning English through Poems and Songs


Acrostics

Learning Activity 1 (25 minutes)
Identifying characteristics 
The examples and questions in Learning Activity 1 aim to arouse students’ awareness of the distinguishing features of acrostics.

1. Teachers may ask students to read the first letter of each line for the subject/theme of each poem. They could then draw students’ attention to the use of words or phrases in each line for a description of the subject/theme.

Suggested answers:

The three poems are about “Teacher”, “Chris” and “Anna” respectively. The first letter of each line highlights the subject/theme. Each line consists of a word or phrase about the subject/theme.
2. Teachers may go through the list of characteristics of acrostics with students before students work in pairs or groups to work out the features of each of the three examples.
Suggested answers:

(a) David Beckham.
(b) Example 1 consists of individual words (nouns, adjectives or verbs) while Example 2 consists of phrases and clauses about Beckham.
(c) Example 3 is about “What to Write”. Similar to Example 2, each line consists of a phrase/clause about the theme. In addition, the first letter of each line of Example 3 forms a phrase.
Learning Activity 2 (40 minutes)
Writing acrostics 
1. For a variation on this part, teachers might ask students to use their own nicknames or family names to write their acrostics. For acrostics using nicknames, teachers might read them aloud and ask the class to guess who the students are.

2. To help students to write, teachers might like to brainstorm some useful vocabulary with them or let them read more acrostic poems on the website below for ideas:

http://www.holycross.edu/departments/socant/dhummon/acrostics/submitted_by_teachers.html
	Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students:

You might like to give students a list of suggested topics that they are familiar with or that can easily evoke feelings, such as the following:

· Animals

· Favourite food/movie stars/singers

· Festivals

· Sports

· Book/song/movie titles

· City/country names

· Physical objects (e.g. stationery, furniture, clothes)

· Academic subjects (e.g. English, Mathematics, Economics)
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